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The PNG Gas Project brings with it significant benefits to the PNG economy including, an increase in employment opportunities and increase in Gross Domestic Product (GDP). However, the benefits of Land Reform if implemented will equal, if not better the benefits projected from the PNG Gas Project.
The launching of these Reports today signifies NRI's ongoing support towards the PNG Land Development Program (NLDP).

In 2005, the NRI facilitated the National Land Summit in Lae, Morobe Province. The Summit for the first time brought together key stakeholders from various government departments. In 2006 the National Land Development Taskforce was formed with the view to move forward discussions from the Summit. 

Then in 2007, the NLDP got off the ground with the National Research Institute housing the Executive Officer and implementing work activities. The NLDP continued to brief political heads of progress, problems, and issues to ensure that the Land Program and issues remained on the development agenda. 

This NRI Commissioned Study was first undertaken when PNG was involved in two critical events - the PNG Gas Project and the development of PNG Vision 2050. The PNG Gas Project brings with it significant benefits to the PNG economy, including employment creation, and increase in Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 

However, the benefits of Land Reform if implemented will equal if not better the benefits projected from the PNG Gas Project. Benefits of Land Reform include:

· Contribution to GDP of K12.3 Billion 

· Broad Based Economic Growth 

· Creation of employment opportunities in both rural and urban settings

· Put revenue directly into people's pockets - customary landowners stand to benefit and income earning opportunities 

This study was also undertaken at a time when the PNG Vision 2050 was being developed. Land development featured prominently in the wealth creation pillar of PNG Vision 2050 and it is also one of the key drivers of economic growth in the National Strategic Plan. 

The Report points out that these computer generated and simulated outcomes are only possible if the PNG Land Development Program is fully implemented commencing in 2010. The projected wealth and benefits will not materialize if we do not implement fully the various components of the PNG Land Development Program. This will require both financial outlays combined with commitments in time and efforts by key agencies, landowner groups and individuals. The economic benefits of land reform implementation will be achieved through: 

· Political Commitment and Action 

· Concerned state agencies cooperating and working in partnership 

· Support of Landowners and Groups 

· Private Sector support 

Sir Puka Temu, the former Minister for Lands and Physical Planning, was the champion of the NLDP. It was through his political commitment that this Program has come this far. We pray that the next government or Minister responsible will also take the issue of land to heart so that the land reform program continues to progress. 

The NLDP is gaining momentum and some things have been done but a lot remains to be done. Various challenges remain, for example, shortage of housing in Port Moresby and other urban centers. Investors and finances are available but there is no land either State land or customary land.

I would like to thank the authors of this important report, Dr. Gae Kauzi, Mr. Lindsay Fairhead and Dr. Charles Yala. This study was not undertaken for millions of kina such as the PNG Gas Project. This study was undertaken at a cost of about K75 000. However, there was personal commitment and hence it was more productive. The benefits of which people will continue to gain even when all the gas, gold, and all our mineral wealth has been extracted. I also want to thank Ms. Linda Duncan, former head of the Economics Studies Division who managed the study for NRI. 

Finally, I extend the Institute's thanks to AusAID for their support to the NRI Research Program that enables NRI to continue undertaking research that contributes to PNG's development. AusAID has contributed significantly to the PNG Land Development Program both in research and program development, remaining fully in support of PNG Land Development Program but allowing PNG to determine its own destiny and priorities.

Thank You.

