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Wednesday 27th January, 2011   
Media Release
Skilled workers in critical short supply: NRI report
A new report by the National Research Institute released today has found that the country has a critical shortage of skilled workers, needed for economic development.

The report says that although the country is rich with resources it lacks a foundation of skilled workers which should make up the majority of the workforce for any country and its development.

A skilled workforce is needed to make the government’s dream of an export-driven economy come true. This economic goal is captured in the Vision 2050 and the National Strategic Development Plan 2030.
The report says that in spite of this, technical skills training and education have continued to be given low priority by the government.
Author Tom Seta argues that this has resulted in a “dysfunctional system of vocational education and training in PNG which has existed since independence.” 
“A national training plan, a national qualifications framework, a clear leading role for business and industry as well as quality standards in curriculum and delivery are the essential components of a functional system,” says the author.

The report highlights the need for more coordination and collaboration between those responsible for implementing the 2005 Technical and Vocational Education Training Policy as a step towards developing the country’s skilled workforce. 

The National Research Institute - hosting the policy discussions that will 

shape Papua New Guinea’s future development. 
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