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While many of the workers were not clear on the WR Carpenters HIV Policy, at 
the same time, workers expressed the view that the WRC and the Rural 
Enclave Project were main contacts for HIV prevention and provided condoms, 
and information on HIV and VCT, and the WRC clinics were main sources of 
condoms and information.  
 
The report identified that Increasing and promoting confidential testing (VCT) 
within treatment and prevention efforts is important, considering the sexual 
practices and networks of the workforce in this higher HIV prevalence region.  
 
While there have been considerable prevention efforts nationally, through its 
analysis, the report finds evidence that the workforce still lacked information on 
preventing the sexual transmission of HIV and that there are still 
misconceptions about HIV transmission such as transmission through 
mosquitoes and sharing food. It was argued that HIV programs must be clear 
about these misconceptions and focus on the ways that one cannot get HIV if 
levels of stigma and discrimination are to be lowered in the workforce. 
  
During the collection of research data, it was highlighted by the workforce that 
conditions of life such as access to clean water and good sanitation need 
consideration as policy issues at WR Carpenters. A lack of access to clean water 
and good sanitation for WR Carpenters workforce made them more vulnerable to 
water borne and hygiene related diseases and can impact on overall health, 
public health and the spread of disease. These conditions become more critical 
for people living with HIV or AIDS who have suppressed immune systems, and 
who would benefit from better hygiene and access to clean water.  
 
The report argues that it is crucial to have evidence-based responses to HIV 
prevention with particular populations across Papua New Guinea. 
 
 
This report is launched today at the NRI HIV Seminar Series    
 
 
 

The National Research Institute - hosting the policy discussions that will  
shape Papua New Guinea’s future development.  
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